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Blackspotted Cutthroat Trout Fun Facts

Montana is home to two subspecies of Cutthroat Trout - Lenth: 6-12inches
Westslope and Yellowstone. The most distinguishing feature of Weight: 4 ozto 6 pounds
Cutthroat Trout are the bright red slashes on their lower jaws, Mature: typically mature in 3-5
and a bright red streak above their bellies. Cutthroat Trout tend years

to be between 6 and 16 inches long. They are a golden gray- Life Span: ~8years

green in color, and are speckled with black spots. They also have Speed: ~0.84 meters/second

large irregular greenish gray spots across their bodies.
Westslope Cutthroat tend to have more speckles on their tails, and Yellowstone Cutthroat have more speckles on
their bellies and near their front fins.

Cutthroat Trout live in cold, clear rivers and lakes. They prefer to have a mix of moving water and pools. Some
trout will stay in the same streams where they were born, but others might migrate hundreds of miles
throughout the year. They mostly eat insects and zooplankton—tiny animals that live in the water and are too
small to see.

Spot the Difference

It can be hard to spot the difference between Cutthroat Trout and other types of trout, like rainbow trout. The
easiest way is the crimson (red) markings on the jaw, and above the belly. Rainbow trout tend to be more silver
in color. Cutthroat Trout also have small teeth under their tongues, which other trout don't have.
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Did You Know?

The Lewis and Clark expedition first described what was probably the Westslope Cutthroat Trout when they
caught some near Great Falls: "These trout (caught in the falls) are from 16 to 23 inches in length, precisely
resemble our mountain or speckled trout in form and the position of their fins, but the specks on these are of a
deep black instead of the red or gold color of those common in the United States.” Today the scientific name of
the Westslope Cutthroat Trout is Oncorhynchus clarkii lewisi in honor of the explorers.

The Cutthroat Trout was named the Montana state fish in 1977. Other fish in the running were the Montana
grayling and the rainbow trout. Today, different subspecies of Cutthroat Trout are also the state fish of Idaho,
Wyoming, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah.

Species of Concern

In Montana, Cutthroat Trout are a Species of Concern. This means that the number of Cutthroat Trout is going
down. Part of this is because of habitat loss, but the biggest threat to Cutthroat Trout are other species of trout,
like Rainbow and Brook trout. The state government works to increase the numbers by making sure that
fishermen and women release any Cutthroats they catch.
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